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STEREO

AMPLIFIERS

Dedicated stereo amps can still get you the sound quality
of an AV behemoth but at a fraction of the price

ARCAM ABS PLUS
E3TD

HARMAN KARDON HE 670
E2%9

,._..

MYRYAD 2140
EASD

MAD CIZ0BEE
E220
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ROTEL RAD2
£3489

HiA CHNCE

he budger or entry-level end of
thc shereo ;||1'|p|'il'-u'r market is

under arrack. Sales in this
seotor are larpely features-led and
when it comes o bells, whistles and
Ii'l"-h“‘ it's hand vo bear an AV
surround sound amp. Unless sound
qll*IiTﬁ' i"a an i:rr||1|.|rlJr|I r‘-l‘.!'“l }'I'“.
are unlikely 1o end up with a stereo
amp o play your music on - aler
all, if you can ger three extra
channels and umpteen Navours of
DSP o play with, why on earth
would vou go for a smaller box chat
I,'l]'|l!| I'Ilﬂ:.,':u sEEredn; 1\":"'.'“. }'LII] llll:_'.]l.l.
WANE [0 NjY YOUF music on it for
one thing, and come oo think of it
what ather reason would you buy
an amp For anyway?

The upshor of this situation is thar
the big orental brands are Er.uju.l]l.[.
fileering stereo amps out of their
ranges = Mioneer has got there
already and more will follow, We
scoured the market for new
affordable stereo amps for this
Eroup and did well 1o Bet five. The
|rl:|-|'|:|, (11 ||'|¢r L] F{'l II'lf I.'I'ul.Jlll.:l'
offered by £220-worth of stereo
amip out of an AY |.|v:'.'iL*_|:| youl have
to spend aver three times as much
Which seems odd unrl you realise
that the AV amp has two and a half
times the ourpur devices and digital
]lrm'..-uint: o pay |.11r. AaE IG men-
tion the surreund sound licenses.

It's gravifying o see the hi-f
\[‘IW.‘I[H ang :-[III E"rl‘!lFil'lF_ ol fHcw
babies for vour listening pleasure,
The medels gathered here are fresh
for the scason, either revised (Arcam
has Plussed its AGS and NAD has
BEEW its 302}, or rotally rebuslt
{Rotel has rc|1|..n.1.'d its RA-971
MEIT with the much slimmer

ek il choece Lo ol | september PO

RA-02, while Myryad has done the
same, with the T-series making way
for the slimmer and sexier Z-serves).
Harman Kardon i attempring o
break all records by making the
most powerful, not o sy |1|I1.':-|i¢..ll||!|
heavy, integrated you can get for
less than E300,

These are all good amps but
which ones are the best? Have a
loak ar the following pages to sce
“‘EI.;H we I:]:ILIIlG.. Jl:l'd Iy o rmd
beyond the star ratings, then take
VOuE shaortlist and your >p¢akcr< (1]
lli:.'llc'r .||'|l,|. Ii"“.'l'l i;::-r :I'I.IIIE\L'H:
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Stereo amplifiers £200-£450

BEST BUY

ROTEL RA-02
53‘5 & 01903 750750 @ vawvrotel com

Rotel's new silver-clad integrated sounds alive with any type of music

himgs hawe been happening at

Rotel. Mot only has the year seen

the brand mowe from its long-
term LI, distnbutor, Gamepath, 1o its
intemational distributor B&W, but
wirve s (e first sibver omponents
in the range for quite a while. The new
integrated s this slimline RA-02, a 40
watis-per-channel replacement for the
AAST1 MEIL, and very cute it 5 too -
an effect enhanced when you swtch on
and sea the blue LEDs an power, vol
ume and sebect knobs that st on its
Bem high front panel

Rematie contral seems to be
mandatory on amps these days and the
RA-02 is not challenging this state of
affairs, though it has a similar sabling
called RA-D1 without the feature for
£100 less. The Fully stocked fascia
featunes tiny and defeatable tone
contrals, balance, tape monitonng and
speaker swibch g faciligies, The mmate
is 3 gystem type capable of driing the
m.;Lr,hlrlg WRatel tuner and CD player we
aoked at in the August issue of HFC
Thee back panel has socketry for exter-

na&l remate control and 12% triggers,
bath elements designed to enhance
mubtiroom wse, and graen the extr pair
of gp{:.]hc-: termurals o the RAO2 &
practical aption for simple second room
operation via a keypad transmitter.

DETAIL - CONNECTIONS

e e e
FEATURES
A e L [

BAILD:
E3E3E3ES

VALUE
ok [ e ke |

Very sl ard capable
CORpT &g Wik oad
Sraraparendy and 1hi
ity fo meproceoe o)
Wik bypeiss WA WOty
88d depth thizugh a
ket of lowhpeaken,
Bk i thet Ipefficient
e,

RISCTE COMTRON.
TORE CONTROLS &
PR IMPLIT F
LINE inNPUTS ]
TAFE OGRS

PERFORMANCE
If the RA-OZ is amything to go by, £350
is the sart of many you | need £o find
if you want an amp that will make you
woengd more time with WOUT MUs. Less
expensive models in this group hawe
fpibbes that will probably become
apparent with exposure whereas this
Ratel sounds like it will just kesp on
getting better the mare you use it
While not guste as :-l:lpll".-lil.qllL‘ﬂ solang-
ing as the Ancam, this is sl & subtle
and clean amp with a good sense of
timing and a ligtle more punch,
Playing the Grodve Armada disc
displayed cleas, crisp voice articulabon
and a natural treble that doesn't Tizr'
and spit. At the other end of things,
bass 15 solid thowgh a touch on the
lean sida, but the quality of the
midrange makes up for it The
Sammartini piece proved his dramati-
|:.1Ir,-. the instruments reoneated in 3
three dimensional soundstage, alive
and vibrant Ir':,v.':u like to hear the tim
bre of instruments, the nchness on

“It may not look like Rotels of old
but it’s lost none of their charm and
if you're serious ahout music the
RA-02 will show you the fun side.”
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septirriser J00)

show with the Rotel will tum you on

Ben Allison’s jazz band likewrse Comes
alive in a spacious soundstage, the
groave diving the music along without
any of the edginess found with lesser
dn:':.lgn:. Theme 5 a “Iqht hint of
dryness in the treble but thes doesnt
undermine the sense of space and air,
and doesn't become apparent until you
heear something sweeter. Vinyl sounds
remarkably listenable as well, albeit a
little lightweaght

While this doesn't look like Rotels of
odd it has last none of their charm and
if you're senows about music the RA-02
waill show you the fun side — after all,
music is supposed to be engoyed. @

LAB REPORT

O Although the RA-02 is ey rated at
AW/ B ohim, you can nely on 2x55W 8
ohem and IB0W /2 ohm, incresang 1o
BAWE 14EW, 195W (2.94) and 15EW
[1264) in2o 8, 4, 2.and 1 ohm kads,
respecinvely, under dyramnic condifions.

QD There's no suggestion of crossover
distartion at low signal lovels where
figures of around 0.012% are broadly
maintained up to S0W of so through
bazs and madramge.

O Ununually, however, second and fourth
arder distortans. gently increase through
the upper mudrange and tredsle, finally
mackeng 0U06% & 20kHE This
undaubtedly conributes to the RA-OZS
‘characterfal’ performance

3 The response has the mildest 0248
bass roll-off at 20Hz but is otherwise flat.
extended and assisted by & comsistent
004 ohem output impedance

© LAB CONCLUSION: A slim and
capable amplifier with a gentle, ather
than typically abrupt, increase in
distortion through the ireble.

wamBilchaceeauh | HIFCHNCE | 5%
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AMPLIFIERS CONCLUSIONS

Jason Kennedy is relieved that budget stereo amps can still outperform more expensive surround options

Il &f these integrated designs
Aoﬂperfamed the E750 AV

amp that was on hand as a
benchmark representatvae of the
breed, proving the point that if it's
misic you're into rather than
miwees, a dedecated approach will
give the best results - for less dosh

The standasd overall is peetty

impressive here and the garlanded
contestants are extremely strong
performers. for the money. it
became apparent fairly eardy on
that quality was improvang with
price, & result that one might
expect though not one that is
always the case. However, the
Arcam and Rotel models did come
wvery chose to matching the
Myryad's overall finesse and
actually outperformed it i a few
areas. Arguably the closest fought
battle of the group imvolved the

i

Myryad's potency versus the
Arcam's nimbleness, and the
ultimate choice here will probably
come down 1o the speakers. used

The two sub-E300 options, the
MAD and Harman Kardon, both
defver plenty for the money, The
HE scores wath its power, drve and
facifitios, while it's hard to imagine
a more engaging and musical amp
than the NAD at E220

But anea of the most compelling
conchusions from this group i that
it's well warth spending more if

AMPLIFIERS AT A GLANCE

MAKE  Arcam Hamman Kardon  Myryad
MODEL  ABS Plus HEGBTD 2140
PRICE £370 E£299 E450
sounp  ESESESEIE ok |k | e [ e |
FEATURES  EAEIEIESES ok ok e | o [ |
BULD EIEREIEEE [ | ok e ke Lk Lok e
valUE  EIEIEREES [ e o | ok el i
COMOLLISIONS  Articulate and Well equipped and  If you are after
coberenl medel peweriul with & quality rather
that will charm gung-ho sound than quantity this
you with its well suited to is an impressive
mbdrange madern music. amp that will
sophistication. serve you well.
CMAMIC POWER
ouTRyy  MVERACE EXCELLENT GOOD
SPKERLOAD  aveRacE EXCELLENT 600D
BT GOOD GOOD AVERAGE
NOISE  AVERACE GOOD GOOD
OVERALL RATING  60Fa 1%5% 655
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you can afford to. The Rotel has a
beguiling mudband and a cleaner
sound than the cheapies heme, and
like the Arcam and Myryad it's
good enough 1o see you through
several speaker upgrades
Lowdspeaker choice is cnitacal with
amps of any prce, but the lower
down the scale you go the mane
bty yoi ase bo b limited
power terms, and, at an absolute
lewel, by the amount of distortion
created. If you want to play long
and loud there's na substitute for
good clean pawer, something the
cedrest contender hers offers
above the competition. However, if
you have modest but efficient
speakers any of these integrateds
will g you years of musical
entertainment, and yOU Cam even
play your movies through them (i
sterea) 1o great effect Try it! @

MNAD Rotel
C320BEE RADZ
£220 £349
e | e | k] e e e L |
e e o o el o e e |
e e e e e e e e ]
e L e o ke ke e
Asubstamtial amd  Agile and
gaging sound F fve amp
continees HAD's with a strong
Tine tradition for  featwre List and
bidget amps. gead transparen-
cy. Great value,
EXCELLENT GOOD
EXCELLENT AVERAGE
GOOD AVERAGE
BELOW FAR BELOW PAR
T (5 2

CD PLAYERS
MARANTE CDGO00 OSE LE E3DD

Detailed, well rounded, st home in amy
musical context, thas will suit any of
| these amps.

| WA csanl £330
A dyrumic, torally vared and confident
scunding player with clins leadng
chetail resoliiban

ROTEL RCDO2 E379
An articulate sounding player, new fom |
Rotel ang an obwvious mach for the
RA-D2 dmg

LOUDSPEAKERS

ACOUSTIC ENERCY
AEGIS EViD ONE E1BD

Classy and sophisticated performer for
the prce, wih Lsd-back sound and
good kool Good partner for the NAD

BAW DMGDT 53 £300

Lange, Inety standmount wilh line buss
and ko cofioeation. Will suit the better
amps im thes growd nicely,

MUSSH0N M5 E3DO

An engagrng new standmount from
Mession — would malor @ inbemsting
pariner for the Arcam, Rotel or Mynysd

HINTS AND TIPS

& Support: Place your amp on a
dedicated equipment support or
platfarm, preferably one that will
isolate it from vibration created
by the speakers. Avoid placing
components on top of an amp -
they need plenty of ventilation. If
you have to stack components
put the amp at the top.

8 Connections: Lise the best
interconmect and speaker cables
you can afford. Speaker cables
can significantly affect the way
an amp and speaker interact,
see the Directory (p94) for
recommendations.

& Warm up All audio electronics
perform better when they are
warmed up and this is
particularly true of amplifiers. If
you can’t leave it on all the time
try to switch on at least 15
minutes before listening.



